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E d i t o r ' s  N o t e

For  an  Ed i tor ,  more  o f ten  than  not ,  the  ted iousnes s

o f  the  work  comes  f rom the  intense  s crut iny  and

the  cr i t i ca l  l ens  that  he / she  puts  the  language

under ,  thus  tak ing  the  p leasure  out  o f  read ing .  

Thi s  work  however  turned  out  to  be  a  p leasant

surpr i se  as  what  I  had  was  the  de l i ght fu lnes s  o f

compi l ing  not  ju s t  a  s tock  o f  events  but  v iv id

sn ippet s  f rom the  l earn ing ,  exper iences ,  and

subsequent  re f lec t ions  that  these  s tudents

underwent  dur ing  the  pas t  30  odd  days .  I  ex tend

my s incere  thanks  to  a l l  the  n ine  s tudents  who

readi ly  came up  wi th  ideas ,  pat ient ly  put  up  wi th

my mult ip le  ed i t  reques t s ,  compi led  a  l o t  o f

in format ion  and  des ign  to  present  to  you  th i s  work .

In  case  you  are  pat ient ly  read ing  th i s  note  s t i l l ,  I

won ’ t  keep  you  wai t ing  anymore  wi th  my

rambl ings .  I  conc lude  wi th  a  s incere  hope  that  you

reader  f inds  read ing  th i s  work  both  grat i fy ing  and

insp irat iona l !

© The  images  used  in  th i s  book  are  f rom Canva .com



“The environment and the economy are really both two sides of the same coin. If we cannot                 
sustain the environment, we cannot sustain ourselves” - Wangari Maathai 
 
HMUN(Harvard Model United Nations) India 2020 - a platform for students to share their              
knowledge on a multitude of topics around the world, and debate upon them, to form concrete                
solutions by the end of a 4 - day conference. Virtual platforms, being             
the new norm, forced the organizers to move it into a zoom            
conference where in, latest upgraded features were used to make it           
as realistic as possible.  
 
Yes, it was here this month that we had the opportunity to participate             
in the conference. Lets know a little more of MUNs and how it helped              
me and also how it can encourage young minds to think, research            
and arrive at solutions for many issues that are plaguing the world            
currently and if continued, we may see an end to this beautiful world.  
 
Having been a regular participant in such MUN’s, it has helped me do some intense research,                
analyse and approach a situation by keeping many factors around us and the world. This time it                 
was the futuristic general assembly wherein the topic was of sustainable development goals,             
which directly correlates to my interests and future career plans of becoming an international              
economist.  
 
These conferences not only help you gain knowledge on subjects, but also give you an               
opportunity to know many other participants, to work as a team, collaborate ideas and last but                
not the least to experience a lot of competition, creativity and different thought processes. Over               
the course of this 4 day conference, we came up with ideas and solutions that could possibly be                  
used to create a better world for all our future. It is interesting and important that we start from                   
now to see a better future with sustainable solutions. We had delegates from various countries               
battling out for solutions to stop the rising sea levels, reduce carbon emission and many more. I                 
had to work, assess, project and come up with sustainable solutions to save Maldives from               
sinking soon, due to rise in sea levels.  
  
I believe that it is imperative for us to start now to learn and respect our surroundings and                  
therefore be able to bring a change faster than we ever did before. I definitely urge all young                  
minds to take these opportunities of participating in such MUN conferences, which gives you a               
wider thought process and a holistic knowledge on many aspects around us and the world.  
 
Being part of the Akshar Arbol International School community, has helped me learn and              
grow from where I was. I take this opportunity to thank our Head Of School, our ever supporting                  
teachers and Intermind Global particularly Mr. Ashwin who put in efforts training us, which              
gave us a better understanding on key approaches on specified research development,            
lobbying skills and negotiation with other countries in such conferences. He also supported us              
by providing us with a lot of research material, and most importantly guided the first timers, to                 
get rid of nervousness and overall was very encouraging.  
 
I am always in for all future MUN’s and can guide you if you need my help. Thank you. 
 
Ayush Samuel Kumar - IBDP1, Akshar Arbol International School 
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2020 Year Book

Nithiyasri Chakravarthy: 
Just chill, all is well, You're
only going to remember the

moments in which you smiled
and laughed and the

experiences, memories, and
friends you made. Be the best
you can be and the problems

themself will flee.



ARFAN KHAN
JEELANY: 

It's not about the
destination, it's about
the journey. I realised
that throughout my

experience at HMUN,
but especially at the

end of it all.

Tanishk Nimit V
Desai: 

Diplomacy is the most
dangerous type of

warfare and we are all
indebted to Ashwin

Sir for teaching us it's
art.



Shreyas
Iyengar:  

If one does not
do MUN or

debates, he will
not know how
to speak in life.

Adarsh Koshy: 
I finally found out

that people are
prisoners of their
own phones. that's

why it's called a
"cell" phone! 



Sharan
Narayanan:

If you come looking
for wise words, I shall

try but I ask you to
turn them into

action.You can't stop
change any more than
you can stop the suns
from setting..... DO

OR DO NOT.
THERE IS NO TRY.

Krishnan Atreya
Chandrasekar: 

Munning is
something to be

cherished.



Shreya
Kaundinya: 

When life gives
me lemons, I
make orange

juice because it's
unexpected.

Ayush Samuel Kumar:
If you want peace, work
for justice. GenZ is the

first generation to
witness the first hand

effects of climate
change, but the last

generation to have the
potential and

responsibility to fix it.



M Y  E X P E R I E N C E  A T

HARVARD MUN
2020

Training Sessions Hosted By Intermind Global

WHAT I LOVED
MOST:

Interactivity
Efficiency
The Sessions On The
Whole!

MY EXPERIENCE AT HMUN 2020:
TRAINING SESSIONS

When the mail first came from the school, I was a bit (OK, very)
hesitant to sign up. I had always wanted to experience a MUN, but
I wasn't sure how I would have the same experience on a virtual
platform. But once the real MUN ended, I was infinetly glad that I
did. And a huge part of that was because we had additional
training sessions.

There were 12 sessions in total, ranging from the second week of
July, to the second week of August. In total, there were 9 of us,
and most of the students had alrady attended at least 2 MUNs
before. There were only 3 or 4 first-timers, and I was one of them.
Th sessions were thought by Ashwin sir, who was a really, really
great teacher!! He taught us, among other thing, how to compose
a winning speech, how to draft a resolution, how to lobby, and the
skills we needed to debate and get our point across to everyone.
Without these training sessions, I would have never done as well
as I did in the MUN. They were really helpful, especially for a first-
timer (no longer!) like me. So thank you to Ashwin sir, Preesha
ma'am, and my other fellow 'delegates'! :D And a huge thanks to
our school and everyone there who worked really hard for this!

By Arfan Khan Jeelany, Grade 9



Topic :  Gra t i tude

     C o m m i t t e e :  A A I S

     S p o n s o r s :  T a n i s h q  D e s a i ,

                   M s .  P r e e s h a

     S i g n a t o r i e s :  A y u s h ,  S h a r a n ,

K r i s h n a n ,  N i t h i y a ,  S h r e y a ,  S h r e y a s ,

A a d a r s h  a n d  A r f a a n

1 .  As  we have  now reached the  end of  the  sessions  and s ince  we

cannot  f ind adequate  words  for  thanking you,  we  have  put

together  this  whole  presentat ion to  express  our  grat i tude  and

share  our  learning experiences

 2.  So  f irst  le t ’s  ta lk  about  what  we learned from these  c lasses .

         

          a .  We f irst  learned al l  the  procedures  of  MUN.

       

          b .  Secondly ,  we  learned how to  apply  our  research ski l ls .

         

          c .  F inal ly ,  we  learned how to  control  our  s tage  fr ight

3.  In  these  c lasses  we had fun which we cannot  dream of  having

in  onl ine  c lasses ,  that  too  amidst  a  pandemic.



 4 .  S i n c e  w e  w e r e  a l s o  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n s  b e f o r e  t h e

H M U N ,  w e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  m i s s  a  l o t  o f  o t h e r  t h i n g s  a s  w e l l !  F o r  e g :

     

              a . A l l  t h o s e  j o k e s  t h a t  w e r e  c r a c k e d  b y  m y  f e l l o w

d e l e g a t e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c l a s s e s .

              b .  H o w  M r .  A s h w i n  m a d e  t h e  c l a s s e s  i n t e r a c t i v e  a n d

i n f o r m a t i v e  w h i l e  a l s o  b e i n g  p a t i e n t  w i t h  u s .

             c .Last  but  def ini te ly  not  the  least  we  wi l l  a lso  be  missing

al l  those  fun-learning act iv i t ies  we  had over  the  course  of  our

training  which made the  whole  process  enjoyable

5 .  N o w  c o m i n g  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  H m u n  C o n f e r e n c e ,  w e  h a d  p u t  t o

t e s t  o u r  v a r i o u s  s k i l l s  t h a t  M r .  A s h w i n  h a d  t a u g h t  u s .  T h e y  a r e

a s  f o l l o w s :  

        a .  S p e a k i n g  s k i l l s  a n d  h o w  t o  n o t  s t a m m e r .

         b . h o w  t o  d o  y o u r  f a i r  a m o u n t  o f  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  g r o u p

t h a t  M r  A s h w i n  t a u g h t  u s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a n d  r e i n f o r c e d  i t  m a n y

t i m e s  d u e  t o  w h i c h  I  g o t  t h e  D i p l o m a t i c  C o m m e n d a t i o n  A w a r d  

                 

          c . T h e  b i g g e s t  l e s s o n  t h a t  w e  l e a r n t  i s  h o w  t o  m a k e  o u r

p r e s e n c e  f e l t  i n  e a c h  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  s e s s i o n s .



6.  L e t  u s  n o w  t a l k  a b o u t  w h a t  w e  l e a r n e d  f r o m  t h e  H a r v a r d

M o d e l  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  I n d i a  E d i t i o n  2 0 2 0

              Col laborat ion :  A  s k i l l  t h a t  h e l p s  y o u  e f f i c i e n t l y  w o r k  i n

a  t e a m  w h i l e  a l s o  c r e a t i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  f a v o r a b l e  t o

y o u .

              Leadership :  A  s k i l l  t h a t  e n a b l e s  u s  t o  t a k e  i n i t i a t i v e ,

m a k e  d e c i s i o n s ,  h e l p  o t h e r s ,  a n d  c r e a t e  a  b r i g h t  f u t u r e .

7 .  O u r  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  t h e  H M U N  h a v e  t o  c o u n t  a s  t h e y  a r e  t h e

m a i n  c r i t e r i a :

               a .  I ’ m  s u r e  w e  a l l  l o v e d  t h e  c r i s i s  c o m m i t t e e s  w h i c h  n e e d e d

u s  t o  t h i n k  o n  o u r  f e e t  a n d  c o m e  u p  w i t h  t a n g i b l e  s o l u t i o n s .

                 b .  T h e  w a y  w e  g o t  t o  k n o w  a b o u t  o t h e r  p e o p l e  a n d  t h e i r

p r o b l e m s  t h u s  c u l t i v a t i n g  e m p a t h y

8.  N o w  t h a t  w e  h a v e  l o o k e d  a t  s e v e r a l  a s p e c t s  o f  o u r  l e a r n i n g  i n

t h i s  H M U N  I n d i a  C o n f e r e n c e  2 0 2 0 ,  l e t  u s  c o n c l u d e  t h i s  f o r  n o w

a n d  h o p e  t o  s e e  e a c h  o t h e r  n e x t  t i m e  o n  a n o t h e r  H M U N  p l a t f o r m



G u e s s  w h o  r e g i s t e r e d  l a t e  f o r  t h e  M U N
c o n f e r e n c e  a f t e r  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  i t  w a s  a  g o l d e n
o p p o r t u n i t y ?  Y o u ’ r e  r i g h t ,  i t  w a s  m e !  A n d
b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  v e r y  s i l l i n e s s ,  I  h a d  m i s s e d  t w o
t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n s .  L i k e ,  c a n  y o u  i m a g i n e  h o w  i t
w o u l d  f e e l  w h e n  y o u  a r e  d o i n g  a  p r o p e r  M U N  f o r
t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a n d  e n d  u p  m i s s i n g  t h e
i n t r o d u c t o r y  s e s s i o n s  t h a t  a r e  e q u a l l y  i m p o r t a n t
a s  o t h e r s ? !  W e l l ,  a n y w a y s  I  c a u g h t  u p  w i t h  a l l
t h a t  i n  a  j i f f y  w h e n  I  h a d  a  p r i v a t e  s e s s i o n  w i t h
M r .  A s h w i n  t o  c a t c h  u p .  I  m u s t  s a y  t h a t  h a v i n g
t h e  s e s s i o n  w i t h  h i m  r e a l l y  c l e a r e d  m y  d o u b t s
a n d  h e  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  r u l e s  o f  p r o c e d u r e  a r e  t h e
u s u a l  j a r g o n  o r  a s  s o m e  m a y  c a l l  i t  t h e  b o r i n g
s t u f f .  B u t  a s  I  m e n t i o n e d  b e f o r e ,  I  a m  t h e  a n x i o u s
t y p e  s o  w h e n  h e  a s k e d  m e  h o w  I  w a s  f e e l i n g ,  I
r e p l i e d  s a y i n g  t h a t  I ’ m  n e r v o u s  a n d  a m  n o t  v e r y
c o n f i d e n t .

A TRIP DOWNA TRIP DOWNA TRIP DOWN
THE MEMORYTHE MEMORYTHE MEMORY

LANELANELANE
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W h a t  h e  s a i d  n e x t  n o t  o n l y  m o t i v a t e d  m e  b u t  o n e
p a r t  o f  i t  a l s o  l e f t  m e  s t a r t l e d  a n d  m a d e  m e  l a u g h  a t
h i s  r i d i c u l o u s  s t a t e m e n t .  H e  t o l d  m e  t h a t  w h e n  h e
u s e d  t o  d o  M U N ’ s  w h e n  h e  w a s  y o u n g e r ,  h e  a l s o
e x p e r i e n c e d  s i m i l a r  f e e l i n g s  w h e r e  h e  w a s n ’ t  v e r y
c o n f i d e n t  b u t  t h e n  h e  j u s t  w e n t  f o r  i t  a n d  g a v e  i t  h i s
b e s t  s h o t .  W e l l ,  h e  g a v e  a  m i n i - s p e e c h  a l o n g  t h o s e
l i n e s  w h i c h  h e l p e d  b o o s t  m y  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  s h u t  o u t
m y  a n x i e t y  a n d  h e  a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  m e  w h i c h  w a s
h e l p f u l .  

T h e  o n e  t h i n g  h e  t o l d  m e  g o t  m e  b u r s t i n g  o u t  i n
l a u g h t e r  t h a t  I  e n d e d  u p  t e a r i n g  b e c a u s e  I  l a u g h e d
s o  m u c h .  W h e n  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  s e s s i o n  b e g i n s  t h e
C h a i r  w i l l  a s k  t h e  f o l l o w i n g ,  “ A r e  t h e r e  a n y  m o t i o n s
o n  t h e  f l o o r ? ”  a n d  a l l  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  w i l l i n g  t o  m a k e
m o t i o n s  w i l l  r a i s e  t h e i r  p l a c a r d  a n d  w i l l  m a k e  t h e i r
m o t i o n .  W h a t  o u r  d e a r  A s h w i n  s i r  s a i d  h e r e  w a s
s h o c k i n g  a n d  t o t a l l y  u n e x p e c t e d ,  y e t  v e r y  v e r y
f u n n y .  H e  s a i d ,  “ E w w ,  t h a t ’ s  s m e l l y . ”  W e l l ,  y o u  c a n
i m a g i n e ,  t h e  w h o l e  c o m m i t t e e  a n d  a l l  t h e  d e l e g a t e s
a l s o  l a u g h e d  h a r d  a t  h i s  s t a t e m e n t .  T h i s  i n c i d e n t
r e a l l y  h e l p e d  l i g h t e n  u p  t h e  m o o d  a n d  k i n d  o f  h e l p e d
t h e  s t r e s s f u l  s i t u a t i o n .



T h e  t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n s  w e r e  a l s o  r e a l l y  a w e s o m e
i n  a  w a y  w h e r e  w e  a l l  j o k e d  a n d  l a u g h e d .
S a r c a s m  h a s  b e e n  s o m e t h i n g  I  h a v e  a l w a y s
e n j o y e d  i n d u l g i n g  i n  a n d  i s  a  p a r t  o f  m e .
T e a s i n g  p e o p l e  i n  a  j o v i a l  m a n n e r  a l w a y s
b r i g h t e n s  u p  t h e  m o o d  a n d  b r i n g s  a r o u n d  j o y
a n d  l i v e l i n e s s .  O n  m a n y  o c c a s i o n s ,  c e r t a i n
p e o p l e  w i t h  a  g o o d  s e n s e  o f  h u m o r  w o u l d
c o m m e n t  o n  s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  m a d e  u s  a l l  l a u g h
a n d  A s h w i n  s i r  w o u l d  r e b u t  t h e m  w i t h  h i s  w i t t y
a n d  s a r c a s t i c  c o m m e n t s .  W e  a l l  w o u l d  s a y
“ o o o o f ”  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s h a r p  c o m e b a c k s  S i r
w o u l d  a l w a y s  h a v e  u p  h i s  s l e e v e .  I t ’ s  o n e  o f  t h e
m a n y  t h i n g s  I  a d m i r e  a b o u t  M r .  A s h w i n ,  a p a r t
f r o m  h i m  b e i n g  m o t i v a t i o n a l ,  s u p p o r t i v e ,  c l e a r
w h i l e  e x p l a i n i n g  s o m e t h i n g ,  f u n ,  a n d  m u c h
m o r e !  I  m u s t  m e n t i o n  t h a t  s o m e  s t a t e m e n t s  h e
m a k e s  i n  T a m i l  a r e  o n  p o i n t  a n d  c a n ’ t  g e t  a n y
b e t t e r .  H a v i n g  t h i s  f u n  a s p e c t  d u r i n g  t h e
s e s s i o n s  m a d e  t h e  w h o l e  e x p e r i e n c e  a  w o n d e r f u l
a n d  m e m o r a b l e  o n e  t h a t  I  b e t  a l l  o f  u s  e n j o y e d .
A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  d a y ,  n o n e  o f  t h i s  w a s  t a k e n
s e r i o u s l y  s o  t h a t  w a s  a  r e l i e f .  P h e w !



I  b e t  e v e r y  M U N  c o n f e r e n c e  w i l l  h a v e  a  p o i n t  o f
e n t e r t a i n m e n t  r a i s e d  o n  t h e  l a s t  d a y .  I  m e a n  a r e  y o u
t e l l i n g  m e  t h a t  y o u  h a v e n ’ t  w a i t e d  f o r  t h i s  t h r o u g h o u t
t h e  c o m m i t t e e  s e s s i o n s ?  D o n ' t  w o r r y ,  I  b e t  a  l o t  o f
p e o p l e  d o  f e e l  t h e  s a m e  w a y  t o o ,  I  i n c l u d e d !  B e f o r e
w e  g o  i n t o  t h e  d e e t s ,  I  w a n t  t o  i n t r o d u c e  A n i s h .  H e
w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  A D s  o n  c a l l  f o r  t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e  a n d  t o
m e ,  h e  s e e m e d  l i k e  a  v e r y  f u n n y ,  a p p r o a c h a b l e ,  a n d  a
p e p p y  g u y  m a y b e ?  A n d  h e  t r u l y  w a s  a  s p o r t  w h e n
p e o p l e  r i p p e d  h i m  a p a r t  b y  t e a s i n g  h i m  l o a d s .  H e  i s
s o  t a l e n t e d ,  I  m e a n ,  h e  s i n g s ,  h e  p l a y s  t h e  p i a n o ,  h e
p l a y s  t h e  f l u t e  a n d  e v e n  k n o w s  h o w  t o  u s e  t h e
n u n c h u c k s ,  a n d  w h o  k n o w s  w h a t  m o r e  i n  s t o r e ,  y e t  t o
b e  r e v e a l e d .  B u t  a n y w a y ,  c o m i n g  b a c k  t o  t h e  p o i n t ,
t h i s  v e r y  s w e e t  A D  w a s  r a g g e d  b y  m y  f e l l o w  d e l e g a t e s
o n  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  a n d  i t  s u r e  w a s  f u n n y  a n d  a  l i t t l e
s a d  h a h a !  H e  d i d  g e t  p r e t t y  b u r n e d  t h o u g h  s o ,  O U C H !
B u t  A n i s h  w a s  s u c h  a  s p o r t  a n d  t o o k  t h i n g s  l i g h t l y
a l t h o u g h  h e  d i d  t h a t  a f t e r  h e  p u t  o n  a  l i t t l e  d r a m a  b y
a c t i n g  l i k e  h e  w a s  h u r t  a n d  o f f e n d e d .  M a y b e  h e  d i d
t h e a t r e  t o o ,  I  m e a n ,  h i s  a c t i n g  s k i l l s  w e r e  o n  p o i n t  I
m u s t  s a y .  H e  d i d  a t t e m p t  t o  r o a s t  o t h e r s  t o o ,  b u t
a l m o s t  2 0  a g a i n s t  1 .  I t  s u r e  w a s  a  t o u g h  c o m p e t i t i o n .
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A n y h o w ,  d o  y o u  k n o w  w h y  I  l i k e d  t h i s  l i t t l e  r o a s t
s e s s i o n ?  I  m e a n  a p a r t  f r o m  t h e  v e r y  o b v i o u s  r e a s o n
t h a t  i t  w a s  a  R O A S T  S E S S I O N  a n d  o f  c o u r s e  i t  w a s
f u n  a n d  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  w e  a l l  h a d  a  f a i r  s h a r e  o f  f u n ,
b u t  I  n o t i c e d  s o m e t h i n g  m o r e ,  o n  a  l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t
l e v e l ,  p e r h a p s  s o m e t h i n g  i n s i g h t f u l .  D o i n g  a n y  M U N
i s  a  b i g  d e a l ,  a n d  t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e  i s  o r g a n i z e d  b y
H a r v a r d  o n l y  m a d e  i t  m o r e  i n t i m i d a t i n g ,  ( a t  l e a s t  f o r
m e . )  B e i n g  f o r m a l  a n d  d i p l o m a t i c  i s  h i g h l y  l o o k e d
u p o n ,  r e s p e c t e d ,  v a l u e d ,  a n d  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y
r e f l e c t s  o n  y o u  a n d  t h e  s c h o o l /  o r g a n i z a t i o n  y o u
r e p r e s e n t .  ( A f t e r a l l ,  i t  i s  a  M U N  c o n f e r e n c e . )  D u r i n g
t h i s  f u n ,  i n t e r a c t i v e  a n d  l i v e l y  t i m e  i n  t h e  e n d ,  o n  t h e
l a s t  d a y  o f  o u r  c o m m i t t e e  s e s s i o n ,  I  n o t i c e d  t h a t  m o s t
o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  w e r e  f r e e  a n d  j o y o u s  a n d  r e a l l y
e n j o y e d  t h i s  t i m e  a s  I  d i d  t o o ,  a n d  t h o s e  b u r s t s  o f
l a u g h t e r ,  t h e  s n a r k y  c o m m e n t s  a n d  j o k e s  m a d e ,  t h e
r a g g i n g  a n d  b u r n s  s h o t  a c r o s s ,  j u s t  r e f l e c t e d  t h a t  w e
a l l  a r e  j u s t  k i d s  a n d  t e e n a g e r s  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  d a y
a n d  w e  a l l  d o  n e e d  a n d  h a v e  f u n  a n d  r e l i s h  s u c h
m o m e n t s ,  w h e r e  a  s m a l l  p a r t  o f  o u r  s e l f  i s  t r u l y
r e v e a l e d  i n  t h e  s i m p l e s t  f o r m ,  a n d  t h a t ,  i s  t r u l y
b e a u t i f u l .  A n d  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  i n  a l l  o u r  c o m p l e x i t i e s ,
t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  a  p a r t  i n  a l l  o f  u s  t h a t  i s  s i m p l e  a n d
c h i l d i s h ,  a n d  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  n a t u r e  e n c o m p a s s e s  t h i s  i s
s o m e t h i n g  I  a d m i r e  a n d  f i n d  f a s c i n a t i n g !



H a v e  y o u  e v e r  f e l t  t h e  y e a r n i n g  f o r  w a n t i n g  t o  b e
r e c o g n i z e d  t o  g i v e  o u t  y o u r  s p e e c h e s  o r  G S L s ?  B u t
a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  y o u  d o  r a i s e  y o u r  p l a c a r d ,  ( r a t h e r
t h e  “ r a i s e  y o u r  h a n d ”  f e a t u r e  o n  Z o o m  a s
e v e r y t h i n g  w a s  v i r t u a l , )  s o  m a n y  t i m e s  a n d  w a n t  t o
g e t  r e c o g n i z e d ,  b u t  d o n ’ t  g e t  c h o s e n  t o  b e  i n  t h e
s p e a k e r s  l i s t  f o r  m a y b e  e v e n  p l e n t y  o f  t i m e s ?  W e l l ,
I  c o u l d  s a y  t h a t  I  h a d  a  v e r y  s i m i l a r  e x p e r i e n c e .  I
a m  a  v e r y  s h y  p e r s o n  a n d  l a c k  c o n f i d e n c e  w h e n  i t
c o m e s  t o  p e r f o r m i n g  s o m e t h i n g  i n  f r o n t  o f  a n
a u d i e n c e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h a t  d i d  c h a n g e  n o w  a n d  I  a m  a
l o t  m o r e  c o n f i d e n t  n o w .  B u t  I ’ m  n o t  t h e  k i n d  o f
p e r s o n  w h o  d o e s  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g  o r  d e b a t i n g  s o
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  H M U N  w a s  a  b i g  d e a l  f o r  m e
p e r s o n a l l y .  E v e n  t h o u g h  I  h a d  t h i s  f e a r  a n d  a n x i e t y
b e f o r e  I  s p o k e  o r  d i d  a n y t h i n g  i n  f r o n t  o f  m a n y
p e o p l e ,  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  I  s t i l l  p u s h e d  m y s e l f  o u t
o f  m y  c o m f o r t  z o n e  a n d  t r i e d  m y  b e s t  t o  b e
r e c o g n i z e d .  I  d o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  i t  i s  h a r d  p r i m a r i l y
b e c a u s e  i t  i s  o n  a  v i r t u a l  p l a t f o r m  a n d  t r y i n g  t o
r e c o g n i z e  p e o p l e  o n  t h e  s a m e  i s  c h a l l e n g i n g .
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I  r e a l l y  h o p e d  t h a t  I  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  r e c o g n i z e d
m o r e  b e c a u s e  I  k n o w  t h a t  I  “ r a i s e d  m y  h a n d ”  m o s t
o f  t h e  t i m e  b u t  a t  l e a s t  I  g o t  t o  s p e a k  o n c e .  T h a t
f e e l i n g  w h e n  I  g o t  r e c o g n i z e d  b y  t h e  C h a i r  o r  b y
a n y  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  E l e c t i n g  B o a r d  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r
g a v e  t h i s  s u d d e n  g u s h  o f  n e r v o u s n e s s  i n  m e  b u t
a l s o  g a v e  m e  a  s h o c k  o f  e x c i t e m e n t  a n d  I  g o t  t h e
c h a n c e  t o  s p e a k .

A c t u a l l y ,  I  g o t  t o  s p e a k  o n e  t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e  G S L
a n d  o n e  t i m e  d u r i n g  a  m o d e r a t e d  c a u c u s .
S o m e t h i n g  t h a t  r e a l l y  g a v e  m e  a  g i g a n t i c  s u r p r i s e
w a s  t h a t  I  m a d e  a  s p e e c h  l i t e r a l l y  f i v e  m i n u t e s
b e f o r e  I  s p o k e .  I t  w a s  s p o n t a n e o u s  a n d  I  w a s
j u b i l a n t  t h a t  I  m a d e  a  s p e e c h  o n  t h e  s p o t  a n d  I
w a s  p r o u d  o f  m y s e l f .  E v e n  t h o u g h  I  m a d e  p r e t t y
g o o d  s p e e c h e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  o n e  o f  m y
m o d e r a t e d  c a u c u s  t o p i c s ,  I  d i d n ’ t  g e t  t h e  c h a n c e
t o  r e a d  i t  o u t  b u t  I  c a n  a l w a y s  t r y  a n o t h e r  t i m e .



I  w a s  j u s t  r e a l l y  p r o u d  o f  m y s e l f  t h a t  I  m a d e  a
s p e e c h  r i g h t  b e f o r e  t a l k i n g  a n d  t h a t  c o u n t s .  I ’ m
p r o u d  o f  m y s e l f  t h a t  I  f i n a l l y  h a d  t h e  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d
c o u r a g e  i n  m e  t o  s p e a k  i n  f r o n t  o f  a n  a u d i e n c e .  I  a m
p r o u d  o f  m y s e l f  t o  h a v e  d o n e  s o m e t h i n g  o u t  o f  m y
c o m f o r t  z o n e  a n d  t h i s  h a s  p u s h e d  m e  t o  d o  b e t t e r
a n d  t h e  I B D P  i s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  r e q u i r e s  t h i s
q u a l i t y .  W e  c a n  a l w a y s  l e a r n  f r o m  o u r  p a s t
e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  t h i s  o n e  h a s  b e e n  a  v e r y  m e m o r a b l e
o n e .  

Shreya Lakshmi
Kaundinya

IBDP 1



When the camera shakes and someone
decides to take a picture

This guy never
seems to smile in
photos though he

always is.

Those glasses thoughThose glasses thoughThose glasses though
they siriuslythey siriuslythey siriusly

I swear she is always laughing



WHAT HAPPENED, AND WHY DO I LOOKWHAT HAPPENED, AND WHY DO I LOOKWHAT HAPPENED, AND WHY DO I LOOK
LIKE THATLIKE THATLIKE THAT

Am I the only one that feels like theseAm I the only one that feels like theseAm I the only one that feels like these
people got really white teeth!people got really white teeth!people got really white teeth!

Thank y'all so soo much!
You don’t have to love debating to enjoy this event because at the

end you will have learned so much more and done so much
more. I personally do love debating though, nothing like a good
debate to make people remember you for the rest of your life.
We have worked so hard and truly given our best, I know for a

fact that many of us were up all night when we had work to
complete but, still we didn’t and wouldn’t regret our decision. All
of us that participated have grown so much and our confidence

has developed. We were part of a journey  and that journey
taught us to be calm and to put ourselves out there and fight for

what we want. I personally did some things I thought I would
never ever do, I repeat ever. For some of us we learned to talk

without our hearts beating in our heads and others learned to be
diplomatic and think with a cool head. We have made jokes and
memories that we will cherish and remember. I thank the others
for the team we built brick by brick, we learned to work together
and work with each other. We would also like to thank our school
since we couldn't have had this opportunity without them.  Our
school has taken yet another step to enable students to present

their talents and skills for that we thank you. Apart from the
opportunity itself, we were able to feel confident going on a

platform as reputed as the Harvard MUN and speaking in front of
a spectacular crowd and all credits for this goes to Mr Ashwin

from Intermind Global who patiently helped us enhance our skills
and understanding So for a pictorial representation I have put

together a group of photos that you will probably never be able
to live down. Enjoy! Once again thanks from the heart (I know I

am cheesy, so just let it be).



We are delighted to
share with you
that Tanishk
Desai of Grade 9 won
the Diplomatic
Commendation
Award in his very first
year of participation in
the MUN. The
Diplomatic
Commendation is given
to the delegate who was
able to negotiate
efficiently with a wide
variety of delegates.



http://www.akshararbol.edu.in/ +91-7550033275

The Harvard Model United Nations
(HMUN) held their 10th edition of
the India chapter virtually in
August 2020. HMUN India is a
four-day international relations
simulation for high school
students where the delegates gain
insight into the nuances of the
United Nations and the dynamics
of international relations. 

In Akshar Arbol International
School's very first foray into the
conference, we had 9 students
participating from Grades 9-12
wherein they represented South
Korea and engaged open dialogue
on complex global issues with
students nationally and globally.
This flip book is a creative
reflection on their learning and we
hope that it inspires more
students to participate in such
conferences in the future.

http://www.akshararbol.edu.in/
http://www.akshararbol.edu.in/

